








 
 
 
                                                                   ‘A’ 
 
    Adverse effects include:  
 

1. The opera9on of this mine will degrade the local environment and lessen 
its growing appeal to both tourists and to the growing number of people 
from outside the region coming to live on the Coast Road for lifestyle 
reasons, and to pursue tourism-related economic ac9vi9es. 
   

2. The effects of the proposed large number of heavy truck movements and 
their heavy loads will impact the lives of residents, degrade the tourist 
experience, and cause delay to business people such as myself who 
regularly travel between Greymouth and Westport.  

 
3. Likewise the heavy vehicle movements will degrade the road, which is 

built on land that is geologically recent, subject already to slips that 
require ongoing maintenance, and which are subject to road closures 
following extreme weather events. The ongoing effects of climate 
change are yet to come… 

  
4. TIGA’s applica9on proposes a venture that is specula9ve in nature. Its 

capital base is minor, and its experience is limited. Should the applica9on 
be granted, the company could be on-sold to anyone here or overseas. 
Rare earth minerals are (rare), they are subject to scrambling to secure 
these by the great powers and others. They are valuable na9onal 
resources not to be given away for a limited number of truck driving 
jobs.  

  
5. I am not an9-mining and come from a 5th genera9on West Coast family 

who in the past have had involvement with gold-mining ventures. In the 
course of my professional life I have a good understanding of West Coast 
businesses. I support looking behind these types of ventures and asking 
“what’s in it for us?” Benefits claimed are oYen unrealised, and 
downstream consequences can end up being a burden for future 
genera9ons. 
 
 



 
 

6. Of par9cular concern is that other countries such as Australia impose 
regula9on on the mining of ilmenite, in par9cular, and further that the 
effect of mining produces radioac9ve by-product that is hazardous. This 
is a relevant considera9on that needs to be inves9gated, so that the 
applicant’s views on this can be scru9nised by expert interna9onal 
professionals.  
 

7. What will the effect of large-scale strip mining projects like this be on our 
tourism industry? “You can’t have your cake and eat it too”. We claim the 
West Coast is “Untamed Natural Wilderness”, yet this mining proposal is 
sought for an area right in the heart of one of the West Coast’s tourist 
gems! Tourists especially the young ones see through double standards 
easily, and word gets around. 

 
8. (Finally) We live in a world, and in a region where we are increasingly 

exposed to the huge cost of dealing with climate change and its impact 
on our environment. The costs of this  will impact on local communi9es 
increasingly. Even without considering the impact of TIGA’s heavy 
vehicles on the road, how long will the Coast Road itself be viable in the 
face of sea level rise and increasingly severe weather events? Councils 
need to be thinking of these effects for future genera9ons.  
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